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One thing you’ll notice very quickly about WAB is the 
amount of freedom we have to study and explore. 
As students, we can be ourselves and express our 
creativity. That’s what makes WAB really special: 
Everyone is welcome. You’ll never do the same 
thing twice, and every lesson is productive and 
interesting.

- Rory Young, Grade 7, Australia

Welcome to WAB! You will find our school is special 
because we’re encouraged to take part in different 
activities, from science to sports, language and 
reading, music and more. In one day, I can learn 
how the economy works, and also explore theater 
to discover myself as an artist. WAB gives you 
opportunities to explore what you’re really passionate 
about. 

- Astrid Harborn, Grade 11, Sweden

There is so much to do at WAB. I like to spend 
my time reading books, studying math, 
and performing in the theater. This year, I 
interviewed all of my classmates and made 
an e-book about them and presented it at 
our first assembly of the school year.

- Myron Cheung, Grade 3, Hong Kong

I’m working with my friends on publishing our 
first book. I love to learn in class, but I am also 
researching a project to help kids around the 
world living in poverty. Going to WAB is an 
incredible experience for any student.

- Eliza Rinkema, Grade 5, USA

I have met a lot of new friends at WAB. We 
like to play a lot outside, play the drums 
and build houses with blocks. We use our 
iPads to take pictures of what we build 
and post them on our class blog.

- Gil Yogev, Kindergarten, Israel



“Who We Are”
Western Academy of Beijing (WAB) is a leading non-profit, 
independent IB World School. Founded in 1994, WAB prides 
itself on innovative and highly qualified teachers, world-
class facilities, diverse community, warm and supportive 
environment and service-oriented culture. Students are 
the focus of WAB’s learner-centered atmosphere, and are 
encouraged to take their place as responsible citizens of 
the world.

ACCREDITATIONS
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WAB is an International Baccalaureate (IB) 
World School, offering the Primary Years, 
Middle Years, and Diploma Programmes. All 
graduates also earn the WAB High School 
Diploma. 

Extensive support services are available 
to help each student reach his or her full 
potential. 

WAB students 
excel in 
academics and 
become life-long 
learners.

Our graduates continue their learning 
at top universities around the world.

Chinese | Danish | Dutch | French | Finnish 
German | Japanese | Swedish
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Nationalities represented 
among WAB staff

Teaching staff’s average 
tenure

Ten years or more teaching 
experience

WAB 
teachers are 
internationally 
experienced 
educators.

27
65%



WAB’s state-of-the-art air systems pump super-
filtered, clean, tempered air pressure throughout 
campus buildings, with an average daily AQI of 1.

Campus buildings reflect WAB’s values and the 
connection with our host country, China.

The architecture and design of the buildings were 
creatively planned and executed to make a lively 
and connected learning environment.

Innovative classrooms are designed to be flexible  
to support a variety of learning experiences.

Our redesigned and flexible Middle School  
Building supports WAB’s  innovative learning 
experiences.
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Our campus 
is colorful and 
dynamic, 
designed to 
enhance the 
WAB learning 
experience. 

• 4 theaters
• 3 libraries
• swimming pool
• 3 gymnasiums
• design studios
• music/recording  
 studio
• 3 media broadcast  
 studios
• dance studios

• sports dome
• FIFA and IRB  
 certified sports  
 field
• outdoor basketball  
 court
• Adrenaline Fitness 
 Center
• 7 unique dining  
 spots and cafes

Our air quality is the 
best in Beijing!



sports, arts and clubs 
available to students

WAB supports 
an extensive 
extracurricular 
program for 
all students to 
explore their 
passions.
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Students can pursue 
and develop new 
interests through WABX, a 
department dedicated 
exclusively to extracurricular 
activities. They will find their 
place among a variety 
of athletics, music, arts, 
dance, drama, academic, 
and service opportunities, 
whatever their level (and at  
no extra cost). Go Tigers!





We know life in a new city is challenging for 
those arriving in Beijing. Our parents and 
children have lots of experience and advice 
they are keen to share with families new to 
Beijing. Parent Link is a welcoming network 
of WAB parents committed to supporting the 
school community through a range of events 
and initiatives, including:

• Winter Charity Bazaar
• Fun Fair
• Career Fair
• International Day
• Clothing Drive
• Beijing tours
• Pajama Party
• Book Swap

WAB’s warm 
and supportive 
community will 
make your family 
feel at home.
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Nationalities represented 
among WAB families
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WAB is an 
innovative 
community of 
learners.
WAB staff regularly host, lead and attend 
international educational conferences.

Parents are invited to participate in 
learning opportunities with teachers and 
professionals.

Spent annually on professional 
development

Staff participation in  
professional development

Educational opportunities 
for parents held annually

Staff professional  
development annually

Students manage WAB’s 
livestream, broadcasting WAB 
events live online in China and 
around the globe.

1 of 7 IB preferred training 
schools worldwide
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Our faculty and students make diversity a 
focus in day-to-day learning. Students are 
actively engaged in conversations and 
activities to explore different cultures and 
values.

WAB’s own Global Issues Conference 
and Distinguished Speaker Series connect 
students, parents and staff with scholars, 
authors, athletes, cultural ambassadors, and 
other inspirational and influential people.

WAB hosts an annual TEDxYouth event, 
featuring student, staff and visiting speakers. 

WAB brought Jane Goodall’s 
Roots & Shoots program 
to China and maintains a 
deep connection with the 
legendary scientist and 
researcher.

WAB exposes 
students to 
new, influential 
ideas.



Miao Liang is WAB’s unique outdoor 
education facility, providing an exclusive 
base for adventure challenges and 
academic learning near the Great Wall 
of China.

Our students travel throughout China to 
explore and engage with culture and 
history, bringing to life lessons from our 
dedicated China Studies Department.

World of Work, a week-long internship 
program with professionals in Beijing and 
abroad, develops passions, establishes 
important contacts, creates future 
opportunities and prepares students for 
life after graduation.
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Learning 
extends far 
beyond the 
classroom 
walls.



Student-led service projects positively impact 
communities near and far.
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Students’ senior citizen 
project, 60+, earned 
national accolades

WAB engages & 
serves its community 
both locally and  
globally.
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COLOMBIA

SLOVAKIA

Wherever you are in the world, we 
can connect you with the WAB 
Alumni Network. 

Alumni reunions 
worldwide  
2016-2017
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WAB’s connections extend around the world.

Auckland

Jakarta

Tuscany

Helsinki

Copenhagen

Vancouver



WAB is a non-profit, independent school 
governed by a volunteer board of trustees.

Your tuition fee covers:
• Classes
• High-quality faculty
• Facilities improvements
• All after-school activities
• Bus transportation
• Support services
• China Studies trips
• IT resources
• Full access to all school facilities
• International and local medical staff
• 24-hour comprehensive security systems
• School supplies
• PE kit
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... And you 
know exactly 
what you’re 
paying for.



WAB opens as one of 
the first international 
schools in Beijing

New purpose-built campus opens
Middle School building opens 

The HUB opens 20th Anniversary
Middle School redesign 
completed

High School  
building opens

Early Childhood 
Center opens

10th Anniversary & 
IB Authorization

WAB’s First  
Graduating Class

Miao Liang 
Outdoor Education 

Center opens

2001 2003 2005 2014 20172006

2002 2004 2007

1994

Location: Wangjing ‘Factory’

Location: Lai Guang Ying Donglu



The Western Academy of Beijing offers a challenging and caring, community-based educational environment in which 
students are active participants in the learning process. WAB fosters critical thinking and enquiry-based skills to ensure its 
students achieve their full potential as individuals and as members of the global community. In this setting, students, staff 
and parents cooperate in the educational process guided by the following principles:

WAB Educates the Whole Child

The Western Academy of Beijing seeks to develop the intellectual, social and emotional, physical and aesthetic 
potential of each child along with moral sensitivity. WAB children will learn how to analyze, synthesize and evaluate 
new situations, knowledge and rapidly changing technology with ease, confidence and creativity. WAB’s educational 
program provides its students with a fundamental respect for the beliefs and values of other peoples, and will take full 
advantage of the culture of its host country, China. 

WAB Champions its Staff

The staff teaches with an international perspective. They are selected for their professionalism, high qualifications, skills 
and creativity. Individual professional development is both supported and expected, while WAB creates an atmosphere 
in which the staff’s expertise and talents enrich the school community as a whole. 

WAB Involves the Parents

Parents are encouraged to participate as partners in the education of their children and in the continuing development 
of the school. WAB supports, respects and desires such an active role for parents. The Western Academy of Beijing, a 
community of students, staff and parents, is committed to the creation and support of a dynamic model school with 
high academic, social and ethical standards.

Our Mission & Core Values Our Philosophy

WAB
CORE

VALUES



Ready to take 
the next  
steps?
Apply Now
• Log on to wab.openapply.com

• Submit your application

Visit WAB
• Scan the QR code to  
 schedule a tour or  
 book online: 
 https://wab.openapply.com/tours/new

Any Questions?
Our admissions team is here to help

 email: admissions@wab.edu

  tel: +86 (10) 5986 5588
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